Investigation into the Viability of Using Keystroke Dynamics as a Diagnostic Tool for Dyslexia
Informed Consent Form - Participants 
** Dear Participant 

** Thank you for your interest in the Keystrole Dynamics Study. This page describes what you will be asked to do for the study. Please read through it and then sign at the bottom to say that you understand and accept the conditions of this study. If you have questions, please feel free to ask the researcher. 

The researcher will supply you, by post or by email, with a Visual Basic application which, when executed, will begin by giving you another description of the study and what it consists of. It will continue by asking you for some general information about yourself – your age, your gender, a contact email address, whether or not you are dyslexic and, if so, an indication of the level of severity of dyslexia.

The application will then ask you to perform three typing exercises:

1. A freeform typing exercise in which you are asked to write about yourself. Please keep this anonymous but do write about your interests, studies, honbbies, likes and dislikes, etc. The purpose of this exercise is to provide an example of the way you use the keyboard – your keystroke dynamics profile – when you are not operating under the pressure of a test. It would be a good idea to prepare this mentally in advance.

2. A copy-typing exercise, where you will be asked to copy-type a short passage which will appear at the top of the screen, into the box at the bottom of the screen.


3. An audio-typing exercise, in which you will be asked to type a short passage which will be read to you in phrases by the program.
During each of these exercises the program will record each key you press, the time at which you press it and the time at which you release it. From these data the researcher will create the keystroke dynamics profile mentioned above for each exercise.

Upon the completion of these exercises, the application will display the name of the file in which the data has been recorded and will ask you to email this, either immediately, or at your convenience, to the researcher’s email address. The researcher will email you a receipt.

Please note that you are helping the researcher to evaluate a new system. You are not being tested – it is the system that is being tested. There are therefore no right or wrong answers to the questions you will be asked. 

** Your participation in this study is voluntary and you can leave the study at any time without penalty or giving reasons. No undue risk arises from the participation in this study. 

** All the information which you give (that is all data) will be stored safely and kept separate from information about your identity. Access to your data is minimised to the people involved in this research. If information about you is used for publications or presentation, we will ensure that no reference to your identity is made. 
The researchers are very grateful for your help. It is important that you understand that this is a research project and that you will not be able to have a system like this now. We hope that one day you may be able to buy a system like the one we are developing. However, even if a system like this does not work, the help you have given us will give us ideas about how communication systems may be improved in the future. 

** Please date and sign this page below to indicate that you understand and accept the conditions of this study. Thank you. 

Name of Participant: ______________________________________________ 
Signature: ______________________________________________ 
Date: ___ /______ / 200_ 
